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NYC Local Law Updates 

by Darren Johnson, Senior Account Manager, Bright Power 
 

Local Law 97: Carbon Emissions Limits 

In November 2020, New York City Council passed an amendment to the rent regulated 

accommodation in Local Law 97 Carbon Emissions Limits. The original stipulation was a dwelling 

only needed 1 rent regulated unit to qualify for the alterative prescriptive compliance pathway 

to meet Local Law 97 compliance. With this new amendment, the new definition of rent 

regulated accommodation will include only dwellings in which 35% or more of the dwelling 

units are required to be rent regulated. This means those buildings with 35% or fewer rent 

regulated units will have to meet Local Law 97’s ongoing carbon emissions caps.  

The term “rent regulated accommodation” means dwelling units are required by law, or by an 

agreement with a government entity, to be regulated in accordance with the Emergency Tenant 

Protection Act of 1974, the Rent Stabilization Law of 1969, or the Local Emergency Housing Rent 

Control Act of 1962.  

Why 35%? Under the new rent law passed in 2019, properties can only qualify for MCIs if more 

than 35% of their units are rent regulated.  

Properties with income restricted units are still exempt from Local Law 97 compliance until 2035.  

 

Local Law 87: Energy Audit and Retro-commissioning  

The Department of Buildings adds and/or updates requirements for Local Law 87 compliance. 

The additions/updates can be technical or administrative. Of many recent additions/updates, we 

want to highlight one that is for one-pipe steam distribution systems.  

One-pipe steam distribution systems are now tested for steam travel time to confirm balanced 

distribution and working main vents. Per DOB guidelines, all systems serving the major 

equipment must have steam traveling from the steam header to the end of the main loop 

vent(s) at an average of less than five minutes. Further, the average time at which the steam 

header reaches at least 195 degrees F and the end of each main loop vent(s) reaching at least 

195 degrees F must be less than five minutes. Therefore, steam balancing a one-pipe system 

may now be listed as a retro-commissioning measure.  


